Arts and Cookery Bank nearly done

Jesse Cnockaert
The Chronicle

With the Arts and Cookery Bank in West Lome near-
ing completion, a series of tours were provided mm the

Members of the public donated their old pictures 1o
the Bank so they could be scanned and placed into the

last week for selected guests, When leted, the
Bank nimu to be a hub !'or the cummunil!u of West

The archive currently aver 1,000
photos and is still growing. The collection includes a

Elgin, Dutton-D Middl and photo of the first motorized hearse, used in the 1930'
bury, and sk + the h of these areas by Dugald Walker, funeral director of Rodney from
through phul phic cullnunn:, as well as culinary

experiences. The finished Arts and Cookery Bank is
made up of two buildings; a 1914 Bank of Montreal,
and an 1883 timber-frame barn. The barn was d:

1905-1950, and a picture of St. Henry's, the first Catho-
lic Church in the Township of Aldborough.

“We want not cnly to celebrate the pasr.. but the
on into the future,” said Grace

by Mary Gillett, and it was taken from Shackleton Line
Dutton, piece by piece so that it could be attached to
the west end of the bank. Approximately $526,000 has
been spent on construction, with the total project com-
Ing to around $843,000. The officlal grand opening will
be sometime this summer.

“These old timber barns, there's less and less of them
%mm away to preserve one of these beau-

sald Arts and Cookery Bank board member

Bill Denning. The “bam” part of the bullding includes a
fully-functional kitchen to be used for hands-on cooking
sessions, and the old stables have been converted into a
photo lab. The “Bank” part of the building includes a
large front hall, and computer screens mounted on
many of the walls which display a digital photo archive
showcasing the history of the surrounding municipali-
ties from the late 1700's to the present.
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and
McGartland, Arts Cookery bank Chair. “This is not
your everyday bam... Right Emmlhey g0, this was a
project with no legs, but a lot of heart”
Some pictures will be made into large, permanent
wall murals that will decorate the building.

" v

What's cooking?
The Arts and Cookery Bank in West Lone gave tours
last week to give a preview of what the Bank will have
1o offer when it officially opens later this summer. Grace
McGartiand (L), Arts and Cookery Bank Chair, and Norma
Schnekenburger (R) heiped chef Kim Saunders prepare
a meal of Lake Erie Yellow Perch, and a summer salad,
made with local produce.

Jease Gnockaert The Chionicle |9

1s& Cookery Bankopens in WestLome

tendd opening July 17
Hered three years of careful
Ly W @nd remarkable con-
STaT 1an, It's done,
s+ Arts & Cookery Bank, the
wewen7h tOUMSM gem in Elgin
ety ,will open s doors offi-
. o Saturday July 17, dur-
i@ Cactus Cattle and
s celebration in West

Ciall

e
LORAN

S (08 Is a cultural dest-
" designed to promots the
HAT 24 astyle and tel the story
"“'*“_ sultural heritage of four
A weialities = West Elgin,
e whuvy, Southwest Middiesex
sl alen ~Dunwich. It gives

fand, Chair of The Arts & Cook-
ery Bank Board of Directors,
“and we couldn't be more
thrilled to see this day arrive.
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Daitvered to ovar 30,800 addresses - WEEKLY

livelihoods, buildings, events,
groups that make up the com-
munity. To gather those memo-
ries, volunteers borrowed
private collections of photos,
postcards, posters and the like,
to create a digital databank,
displayed in slideshows.

The materials combine ‘old’
history and recent history.
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.My Favourite Things

Maalox and nose drops and needles for Knittin',
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittin's,
Bundles of magazines tied up with string,
These are a few of my favourite things,

Cadillacs, cataracts, hearing aids, glasses,
Polident, Fixodent, false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak. When the bones creak.
When the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favourite things
And then | don't feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets, and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,

Bathrobes and heat pads and hot meals they bring,

These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pains, confused brains,
and no fear of sinnin’,
Thin bones and fractures
and hair that is thinnin'.
And we won't mention our short
shrunken frames
When we remember or favourite
things.

! When the joints ache, when the
e | - hips break,
; When the eyes grow dim,
I simply remember
the great life I've had,
And then | don't feel so bad.
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Scott Hilgendorff

West Lorne: - As the Arts and Cookery
Bank nears completion and people
have had a chance to better under-
stand the scope of the project, Grace
McGartland, chairperson of the
committee that developed the
heritage project said a lot of great
ideas are coming forward as people
realize how they can use the new
facility.

“The building is completely trans-
formed. This is a regional cultural
destination,” said McGartland, “But
people ask, 'What the heck is that?"”

Using the old bank building on
Graham Road in West Lorne, the
project is aimed at preserving and
promoting the cultural history and
heritage of the region.

It will be devoted toward creating
experiences built around local
heritage. For example, people can
book a weekend at a bed and break-
fast during which they will tour local
farms, see a play and take a cooking
class on preparing a meal from local
foods they picked or harvested them-
selves.

Now, McGartland said people are
starting to get a better understanding
of the $750,000 project and lots of
ideas are coming forward along with
requests to use the centre.

“A lot of people have approached
us for family events,” said
McGartland, adding people are
looking to use facilities more and
more for larger family gatherings like
reunions or at Christmas, “It's great
for people to use it but at the same
time, they [will be] seeing our
heritage, our culture, our legacy.”

Photographs and other displays
make up a large part of the heritage
component and serve to teach about

People ask,

the area's rich cultural and historical
heritage. It's the first part of the old
bank building that people see in the
facility that could be used for every-
thing from hosting a prom dinner to a
wedding reception, while at the same
time being exposed to the history that
has been built into the project.

“They aren't just renting a room.
That's a great way to truly celebrate
our community,” said McGartland. For
the few who have had a closer look
inside while working with the organ-
izing committee, she said the most
commonly heard word is, “Wow".

From the entrance to the building
in the heritage component, visitors
then walk back into the re-
constructed barn that has been
attached to the rear of the building

at the ek s tat?

where they are in for more surprises.

“The barn has gone through a
complete transformation but it's still a
barn,” said McGartland. A barn was
donated last year from
Dutton/Dunwich and physically
moved and restored while being
attached to the rear of the bank
building.

While all the timbers and beams
are exposed and you can see you are
inside a barn, McGartland said people
then start to notice the new stainless
steel and granite fixtures that make up
the cooking aspect of the project.

Going further inside, some newly
built barn doors inside the building
can be rolled back to reveal the state-
of-the-art digital darkroom that will

be used to teach digital phott 0graphy
that otherwise required 45-m,,/5 :
drives to area colleges.

The facility will be available for
everything from cooking and digital N
photography classes to numerous

community functions as well as avail- ji)-
able for private use. With a modern b
kitchen, McGartland said the facility .y |
could be used for education zs well, |
able to provide resources not found in | jn

the local schools.

Idea gathering sessions are been
held on an on-going basis with
numerous ways for people to stillget >t
involved in the project. Anoth er r
session is being planned in eauly June e
that people can attend by comtacting g
the organizers.

Volunteers can get involved in four ur |
areas: through the idea gatherting
which can include being part of |
shorter or longer-term projecfts with !'
the facility. “Shutterbug” volurnteers
that would like to help with thae digital al ]

photography component, “Hest Pot”
volunteers helping with the ctulinary
side and “Helping Hands" will ling to
get involved with hundreds off |
different tasks, big and small, ' toward '
completing the project or helgping with h |
the operations. |
McGartland said they are e 2xpecting z |
to announce an opening date : soon |
but want to be sure they have +all the
details completed before settir ng an
official date.

To get involved, contact Tammmy
Oliveira at 519-768-9986. They y are
looking at a system of trading y volun-
teer hours for classes in cookir ing or
photography.

(Scott Hilgendorff has extensive ex;
in rural issues and economic devel 3

He is a strong advocate for rural cocommuni--
ties and is a member of Marketing 1g Partnerss

of Western Elgin Region).
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Dutton gets banners

to heautify

Decorative banners are now hanging in
Dutton as part of a beautification
strategy.

The banner project was spearheaded by
a partnership between the Dutton/Dun-
wich Chamber of Commerce and the
Municipality of Dutton/Dunwich.

Each banner depicts the heritage of the
Dutton area, with images such as Scottish
Highland Dancers, as perceived by art
students from West Elgin Secondary
School (WESS).

“One of the priorities of the COC, and
the municipality, is the beautification of
the downtown,” said Brian Girard, Cham-
ber of Commerce President. “I think the
cooperation and the work put into it is
wonderful. This is what we need.”

Cost of the banners was shared by the
Municipality and the Dutton/Dunwich
Chamber of Commerce, at $54 per
banner.

Banners were also designed by students
of Dunwich/Dutton Public School, which
have a theme of Christmas. Those ban-
ners will replace the WESS student ban-
ners when winter rolls around.

dwntown'

Jesse Cnockaert The Chronicle

Dutton banners.

Dutton/Dunwich mayor Cameron McWilliam

points out one of the banners that have been
hung around Dutton as part of a beautification
strategy.
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1883 barn moving downtown

Scott Hilgendorff

West Lorne: A barn built in 1883 is
moving from its Shackleton Line home
in Dutton/Dunwich to an unusual
new home in downtown West Lorne.
The barn, owned by Mary Gillett is
part of the $ 750,000 Arts and Cookery
project being developed in West Lorne
and was dismantled this month to be
installed again later this spring in its
urban home. “It's going to go back up
exactly as it was,” said McGartland,
chairperson of the committee putting
the project together.

The barn is being retrofitted to the
back of the old Bank of Montreal
Building on Graham Road. The
complex will serve as the home to the
Arts and Cookery Bank, a combination
of a cultural and heritage centre that
will appeal to both local residents and
tourists with its wide range of
programming.

Programming at the Arts and
Cookery Banks will range from
cooking lessons by local and guest
chefs based on local fair as well as
community cook-offs and photo-

graphic exhibits featuring local culture
from the past to the future in addition
to digital photography courses.

The barn portion of the building
will house the project’s demo kitchen
and photo lab and the dismantling of
the barn this past week in Dutton/
Dunwich is just one more big step
toward the completion of the project,

_ while catching rotating exhibits that

expected to open in early 2010.

It will be devoted toward creating
experiences built around local
heritage. For example, people can
book a weekend at a bed and break-
fast during which they will tour local
farms, see a play and take a cooking
class on preparing a meal from local
foods they picked or harvested
themselves.

All will be done in the state of the
art kitchen going into the barn.

The barn will also house the
photography lab where digital photo
training can take place while seeing
permanent displays on touch-screens
archiving the area’s rural way of life,

Shackleton Line barn moving to West
Lorne. Photo: John St. Pierre

feature aspects of the region as seen
by amateur and professional photog-
raphers.

“What's really neat about this is
one of the beams prominently
displays '1883’ etched on it and we'll
be able to display it prominently,” said
McGartland.

The project includes partners in
Dutton/Dunwich, West Elgin.
Southwest Middlesex and Newbury
and the concept of incorporating the
use of a barn seemed like a natural
idea toward promoting and preserving
local heritage, she said.

Already more than $500,000 has
been committed to the project putting
them well over the halfway mark
toward their opening next year.
MeGartland said it's all coming
together quickly and there is much
local enthusiasm for the project.

It's hoped the project will bring in
more than 5,000 visitors to the area by
2011 and as much as $800,000 in
direct investment in the region. It's
one of several local projects in the
past few years designed toward
increasing tourism and exposure
toward the region.

(Scott Hilgendorff has extensive experience
in rural issues and economic development.
He is a strong advocate for rural communi-

ties and is a member of Marketing Partners
of Western Elgin Region).
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Extreme
Makeover

Continued From Page 1

During the past eighteen months
more than 1000 visitors have dropped
in to the new facility. Thousands of
volunteer hours have been donated
since the project was begun in 2008.
More than 1100 cups of coffee, and
120 dozen cookies, brownies, cakes
and scones since January. Countless
kilograms of nails and wood screws.

The heart of The Bank will be the
stories that are being collected,
through photographs and other
images, along with audio and video
recordings, from the four communi-
ties involved in the project — West
Elgin, Dutton-Dunwich, Southwest
Middlesex and Newbury. The Bank
will make use of 21st century digital
technology, which will be easy for
everyone to use and enjoy.

The genius behind the Arts &
Cookery Bank comes from Grace
McGartland and her husband Duncan
Morrison. Grace and Duncan returned
to the area to retire to a local farm but
a quiet retirement wasn't in the cards.
Their dream and drive are the catalyst
that has created the bricks & mortar
and barn beams that have become a
focal point in the western end of Elgin
County.

Open House

At a recent media open house I
toured the new facility just before the
public opening. Actually I was late so
the other media had left, which gave
me an opportunity for a one-on-one
tour through the new facility with
Duncan Morrison. I asked Duncan
where the idea for (he project came
from. “Grace and I bought this
building more than three years ago”
he said “and with a lot of input from
friends and the community came up
with the idea of creating a cultural
heritage centre”, Grace and Duncan
then donated the property and the
building to the Arts & Cookery Bank
which was set up as a not-for-profit
corporation and a registered charity.

Duncan started me off in the
entrance that joins the two distinct
buildings. “It’s classical stick construc-
tion that marries the two original
structures, the barn and the bank”,
said Duncan. “We are now entering
the gallery, the bank area, through the
original vault.” “The bank went
through a lot of uses after being
closed as a bank including being a
food market and a Laundromat”
noted Duncan, Amongst the many
details, Duncan noted that during the
renovations two stained glass
windows from the original bank
building were discovered under the
floor. “I think we have a great story to
tell here,” said Duncan, “going back to
our roots with Scottish and German
settlers.”

I asked Duncan how they found
the barn. “The barn came from a very
gracious lady and friend Mary Gillett",
he said “who had a barn that she
wanted to sell. Our friend Wade Davey,
a member of the Timber Frame
Builders Guild of America was helping
us with the design of a timber struc-
ture that we thought would work well
on the site. Mary said she would
- donate her barn to the project and
Wade married it to the original bank
building”. Duncan concluded his tour
by saying "It's amazing what a group

Left: The entrance to the Arts & Cookery
Bank. Below Left: Duncan Morrison Below
Right: The Digital Photography lab in the
former stable of a timber frame barn.

of volunteers can do when they get
together with a community. It's
wonderful”. My tour lasted over an
hour and was concluded with a deli-
cious lunch created in the new Arts &
Cookery Bank kitchen.

Opening Week

As a way of thanking their volun-
teers, builders, funders and friends, a
series of evening events were held
during the first week in August. More
than 450 people toured the Bank. Chef
Kim Saunders from the Windjammer in
Port Stanley, cooked up some tasty
appetizers to go along with
Champagne and Chocolate, Chef John
Mairleitner from Tall Tales Café in
Wallacetown, served up Ribs to go
along with St. Thomas microbrewery
Iron Spike's beer samples. A delectable
“Board's Banquet" filled the Heritage
Hall accompanied by the Festivo
Strings Duo, Jane Eady (violin) and Ben
Gitter (cello).

Now open to the public for tours
and fall cooking and photography
classes the new facility, I'm sure, will
become the centre of food and culture
in the region that Grace and Duncan
dreamed it could be.

For more information visit The Arts
& Cookery Bank 242 Graham Road
West Lorne, call 519-768-9986 or
visit the web site www.theartsandcook-
erybank.com




Amish Hex barn sign goes up near Wallacetown

e
27

Josse Crovkaert 5% 20// Jusse Criocksert The Chronicle
e Coups Here, take a look

In keeping with the region’s Barn Yvonne Brooks of Wallacetown shows off
Qu!ltd:eme.gfvonneBmoigatCounu-y the Amish Hex barn sign that she painted
Seat Upholstery Studio has installed an herself. Brooks sald this barn decoration
Amish Hex Barn Sign. is In keeping with Wardsvilie’s bamn quift

“When they were doing the barn signs project that covers the area.

over Wardsville way... I decided that I
would do one more in keeping with my
present life,” said Brooks.

Last year, the Your Wardsville Com-
munity Association spearheaded a
project to create 30 murals, called barn
quilt blocks, to be painted and displayed
across the area to celebrate their local
history and act as a tourist draw. Brooks
decided to follow suit with her own

pajnmdwork,whh:hlmuwmountndon signs

her barn at 28143 Talbot Line,
Wallacetown.

from barn signs that she saw 30 years
ago when she was honeymooning In
Dutch Country.

“Many years ago, going through
Pennsylvania Dutch country, many,
many of the farms have them on the
barns,” sald Brooks. “You don’t have to

’

be an artist to do them, because the

are very straight-forward."
Brooks said that each element in her

folk art piece has its own meaning. The

The Amish Hex barn sign is a painting blue outer rlnﬂ;:l:tresents smooth sail-

of three tulips growing out of a heart, ingin life. The represents love, and

and surrounded by a blue ring, the three tulips represent the trinity of
Brooks said that she drew inspiration faith, hope and charity.

Oc '-'{ L0
OLD BARNS AND OLD PEOPLE

A stranger came by the other day with an offer that set me o thinking

He wanted to buy the old bam that sits out by the highway. ;

::dmndghtoﬁ?»mdazy. : ; :
was a city type you could tell by his clothes, hi is hands

He . ey by : l'lacar,hﬂ , and the way

He said he was driving by and saw that beauliful old bam siting out i

grass and wanted to know if it was for sale. = outmthataﬂ

| fold him he had a funny idea of beauty. Sure it was a handsome building in its

The Barns
of Elgin

From the Earth to the Earth

day. !

But then, there's been a lot of winters pass with their snow and lnsanclhmuing
‘wind. The summer sun beat down on that old ai

- S iy bur_ntﬂalﬂupamfsgonp.a_pcl

Now the old building leans a deal i :
_ by * good deal, looking kind of tired ... Yet that fellow

That set me to thinking. | walked out to : '

Lo ng. the field, and just stood there, gazing at

The stranger said he planned lo use the lumber to line the

rﬁd e B ek ‘MOfI‘inerll_na
you couldnt get paint that beeuliful. Only years of standing in the

:ugf,bearhgﬂusm and scorching sun, only that can produce beautiful

Photographs by Jan Row

emwmemxﬁ&m;aum“mm 1, mﬁusmmmemm | Sepfember 11 to November 27, 2010
\ re we turn sifver grey too - and 3 bit more than ¥
g:tmg:d mmmmudm- grey fo lean-a bit .thmulm

uf ) knows what He's doing and as the yeers He's busy
mmmmdwlm.medrywwmﬂnmpzmn’swm :
a job of beautifying our souls that nothing else can produce.-And, fo think how
often folks holler because they want [ffe easy. |

nnymkﬂwddhundomﬂoday@dhwled_&w.tdbamﬂfyﬁfhhmh‘s /’
£ sichn acrneday: y0u.and 71 e Naied olf © s 45 ke o idislover “Elgin
Anduiﬂ:bed L::;hu“mmm ' e ﬂ'u'ouqh- :

we'll be more beautiful- then for the seasons we've been-
I;:mﬁnd,mnnybomaddablo!baarlytnwr-FMam.Maym
Have a Blessed Day. 7 s - .‘g[

Elgin County Administration Building, 4th Floor,
450 Sunset Drive (Hwy 4), St. Thomas, Ontario
519.631.1460 ext. 160, www.elgin-county.on.ca

Jan Rowe, Lake Line, (detail)

({Author Unknown)



IN MEMORY OF ALICE PATERSON

Alice Lenore Paterson ,J,; ,-.JJ: 0" Sb¢ £ |

Long time Tyrconnell Heritage Society board member and volunteer, Alice Paterson, passed away on Thursday,
January 20, 2011 in her 82nd year. A founding member of the Society, Alice was a tireless worker who donned
many “hats™ during her time at the Backus-Page House. Treasurer, secretary, historic interpreter and historian
are just a few of the job titles she proudly wore. The Society was not the only organization to benefit from
Alice’s efforts as she also participated in other community activities, including the Rodney Agricultural Fair
Board and the West Elgin Genealogical and Historical Society. One of her proudest, recent achievements
occurred this past summer as she completed a book on the history of her parents, William and Lillie (Campbell)
Dill. Alice’s contribution to the Tyrconnell Heritage Society and the community was of immeasurable value and
she will be sorely missed by all.

TYRCONNELL HERITAGE SOCIETY BOARD ELECTIONS

=y

The Tyrconnell Heritage Society Annual General Meeting was held on T hursday February 3", A new board

was elected for our 2011 season. We still h ing so i d li ,
ot ave one opening so if you’d like to volunteer, we’d be happy to have

Top row left to right,
Don Page, Mel Campbell, Don Cla atric 2

s ’ yton, Patrick M L -Le : Wi
Botton tow 16 to right ooney. Jen Gow-Leitch, Steven McLarty-Payson

Johanna Schipper, Martha Foster, Bernice Ke

ane, Norah , : ie o
Reitike ' : h Bennetto, Angela Forde-Bfmer, Susan Chapman-




A @9 Iwas quite surprised
557 and delighted by the
amount that's around and the
fact there are so many (gen-
. eral stores) standing.”
" Mike Baker

Curator, Elgin County Musedm

Talborville General Store, 1953
(photo courtesy Elgin County
Archives) A

RS B, e '.-{ R

A pee N o et
"We discovered there are quite a few nice shots of the small villages
and crossroads and mvanabiy there’s a shot of the general store. And
.then people started saying, ‘that store is still around.”
From there, the idea took off and after. doing a little reséarch, Baker
and others discovered many are still intact. One venerable example,

*. the 1875 Lindeman store in Eagle, is now a private home, while others,

such as the Umon General Store, stlll soldier on in their intended fash-
jon.
“Some are qu.tte ongmal 'I‘hey' re buried under alterations or a little

. bit of vinyl siding, or they've changed the windows, but there are a lot

of 19th century general stores out there-And i in some cases it’s the only
thing left in some of these older crossroad communities.”

Indeed, the iconic Palmers General Store in- Shedden served for 85
years before closing in 2008

Baker said the Palmer family took museum staff through the build-
ing and they were able to obtain some classlc general store items, tin
signs in particular.

.- Thesize of their exhibit space on the fourth floor of the Elgin County . '_ -
Administration Building is about the same size as a traditional general - "~ -
. store, Baker noted. They’'ll even have a store door set up that visitors _

will pass through and a classic post ofﬁce wlckat from McBndes Gen-
eral Storein Iona. | -~
Baker and others spent six mom.hs researching and preparmg the
exhibit, and discovered there were more general stores, and Morma
tion, than at first glance. S
“I was quite surprised and delighted by the amount that's around
and the fact that there are so many (general stores) standing. It makes

“Wneall

" The Heart of St. Thomas, Wednesday, March 10, 2010 — 3

Mrs. L. D. Nmmleﬁ,mdStthchneduGamw)m&ontof

_Palmer's Red and White in Shedden, circa 1930. (Photo courtesy Jean
~and Ralph Palmer)

.itamuch more important pursuit to get some of this material together,’

he noted.
“In the long run, we look forward to domg that because we do want
to assemble a pretty good list of our heritage strucmres
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B WALLACETOWN: Exhibit highlights memories like 1960 visit by Prime Minister John Diefenbaker

Lin McCann, left, of the

Wallacetown Fair Board shows
il, a wheelbarrow

Grace Campbe
display of historical items
related to the Wallacetown
Fair. An exhibit highlighting -
the Wallacetown Fair's 150th
anniversary this year is

on display at the Backus-
Page House and Museum in

Tyrconnell.

! LOCAL HERITAGE: Enormously significant small piece of the past

AT

s

INAN Times-Journal

-%¥

Wallacetown Fair
celebrates 150 years

PATRICK BRENNAN
Times-Journal

WALLACETOWN — There are
still a few people who remember the
year Prime Minister John Diefen-
baker visited the Wallacetown Fair.

It was 1960 and Diefenbaker rode
proudly through the fairgroundsina

" convertible and led the fair parade.

His visit is chronicled through
‘ There's something
for everyone.”

Lin McCann,
Wallacetown Fair Board

newspaper photos and clippings
that make up snapshots for a display
promoting the Wallacetown Fall
Fair's 150th anniversary this year,
The display was seen for the first
time at the Backus-Page House and
Museum at Tyrconnell Saturday.

QA.LCI‘ 18 2000 T X

The display, mountedinasecond-
floor bedroom, ties together a com-_
memorative quilt that was sewn
for the event, a collection of old
programs and newspaper clippings
recalling some highlights.

Grace-Campbell sewed the spe-
cial quilt, said Lin McCann of the
Wallacetown Fair Board.

“Our theme this year is 150 Years
of Memories,” she said.

Special guests at the fair this year
will include former fair queens,
ambassadors and past fair board
presidents,

McCann said she has a lot of con-
fidence mostof them can be located
to be informed of the special party.

“Anna Tokarz keeps good rec-
ords,” McCann said.

McCann is predicting the 150th
fair will meet the same standard
each one before it did,

“There's something for everyone,”
she said.

This year's fair is Oct. 1-3.

Col. Thomas Talbot painting ‘of national importance’

ERIC BUNNELL
Times-Journal

Measuring just 17.5 cm
high by 28 wide, it's a rela-
tively small part of our past.

And as an artwork, it is a
rather prosaic- painting of an
old man at his desk by a roar-
ing fire in his den.

“It's more like document-
ing the room,” Mike Baker,
Elgin County. Museum cura-
tor, observes.

“It’s not ‘a work of art.”

But significance of the
circa 1850 water colour by
Richard Airey of his uncle,
Col. Thos. Talbot at home
in his now-demoalished log:
cabin at Port Talbot, is enor-
mous, =

il
i i
Indeed, the painting has
been certified by the Cana-
dian Cultural Property Export
Review Board as being of
“outstanding significance

and national importance” to
the country — it being the

only picture of the founder of .

the Talbot Settlement known
to have been painted during
his lifetime.

“It's the only verified con-
temporary portrait of Col.
Talbot,” saysStephen Fran-
com; Elgin County Archives
manager. : 2 o

“I consider it — as we all
do — an important part of
the cultural heritage of this
area.”

The picture was donated
this past spring -to the
county and is now part of

.the archives collection, and
“Francom recently anhounced

the gift to county council.

Details, including name
of the donor, are being kept
secret until the Interna-
tional Plowing Match is out
of the way and the gift can
befittingly celebrated with
an-event, probably in mid-
Octaober. \

There are no plans, how-
ever, for ongoing exhibition,

As a military man of his
day, Airey — remembered
farther afield not as Talbot's
heir but as the leader of the
ill-fated Charge of the Light
Brigade — would have been
trained in landscape painting
as a way of reconnaisance.

Baker says the literal
naturge of his water colour is
what makes it so valuable as
a record of Talbot's setting.

“] prefer it that way,” Baker
says.

“The researcher, the muse-

ologist in me, says 'Great —

it's a record.”

Indeed, in the middle of

fied

it's provenance further veri-

But the painting is not

death. But by his side, there's
what appears to be a basket
of eggs — evidence of a gen-

the room there's the very
chair favourite armchair of
the colonel that the museum
now holds in its collection,

without evidence of human-

ity.
Talbot looks old and frail
just a few years before his

tleman farmer’s continuing
interest in the country he
adopted half a world away

_ from his home.
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Hunting then and now Past and Present

These two photos show groups of hunters from the local area. One picture was taken in 1940,
and the other was taken this past November, 2010. Norm Miller, in the 2010 photo, is the

Alook at two
) hunting groups

from 1940 and the
present

Jesse Cnockaert
The Chronicle

Hunting methods and by-laws
&dwﬂ:elﬂmﬂryﬁ
to Norm Miller, the sense of
camaraderie in the sport is still the

same.

"Eventhoughlt'snutanawedw it's
an activity that’s enjoyed by young and
old alike. There's a lot of camaraderie
that goes with it,” said Miller. “It's a tra-

dition. It gives you a sense of where go

your roots come from. It reconnects
you to the land”™

Aftera suceessful_ deer hunt this zast
November during the first week of

Muzzleloader season, a photo was
taken of Miller and his hunting bud-
dies. Miller also shared with The
Chronicle a phote of his grandfather
on his mother’s side, Norman Ford, out
with his hunting hﬂli:m in 1940, bs:t‘;
enty years apart, the two groups
hunted in this local area.

“There're quite a few families that
are in that picture still in the area,” said

Miller.
Miller has been for the last

‘32 years, but he never hunted with his

grandfather, who passed away before
he was born.
George Okolisan, one of Miller's

has been hunting with
msyoup%hstfomyeamﬁesaid
they get together at least once a year to
and share the spoils.

“It's the juy of being out there and
seeing h‘;vaem said OMlimmw‘lIt‘;;.l I::e
gotto guys to hunt s

fzmmnmofbdngmgeﬁmﬂ'

__,gmﬁonnﬂlmmhﬁlarhﬁeﬂdﬂplﬁtm

‘Hunting group 2010
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